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Jena Nelson Able to Tie in OK-5, A District Wildly Outperforming Partisanship 

 
 
Recent polling1 shows crushing Republican underperformance has come to Oklahoma’s 5th CD, 
a majority-Republican district where Trump is underwater and the Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate is above 50%. Jena Nelson, a former Oklahoma Teacher of the Year, is more popular 
than incumbent Stephanie Bice, and is within striking distance. After balanced positive profiles, 
Nelson ties. This district is another part of the quickly expanding Democratic map. 
 
Nelson is within striking distance in the horserace 
 

In both a 4-way and a 2-way, the race is just at the margin of error, with Nelson trailing Bice by 
five points. Nelson does a better job consolidating self-identified Democrats (92%) than Bice 
does with Republicans (84%), and Nelson has majority support with independents (55%). 
 
After profiles, Nelson ties 
 
More positive information about both Nelson and Bice brings the race to even in both the 4-way 
(46% each) and the 2-way (48% each). Nelson’s profile describes her teaching background, 
commitment to her community and church, and believing we should “love our neighbors and 
treat others as we’d like to be treated.” Respondents also heard a Bice profile about her work to 
protect our borders, support veterans, defend the Constitution, and support the state’s oil and 
gas industry and farmers. Profiles further consolidate Nelson’s support among Democrats and 

independents, while Republicans move much less in any direction.  
 

 

 
1 GBAO conducted a survey of 500 likely 2026 general election voters in Oklahoma’s 5th congressional district from 

September 17–20, 2026. Interviews were completed via telephone using live dialers and through text-to web 

responses. Results are subject to a 4.4 percentage point margin of error at the 95% confidence interval. 
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Nelson is more popular than Bice 
 
While Nelson is not as well-known as incumbent politician Bice, Nelson is substantially more 
popular among those who know each. Nelson is known by nearly four in ten voters (38%), and 
has more than twice as favorable ratings as unfavorable ratings (21% fav, 9% unfav). She is 
popular with Democrats and independents, and has nearly even favorable ratings among 
Republicans (8% fav, 10% unfav). 

 
Meanwhile Bice is just barely above water (39% fav, 38% unfav). While Nelson is popular with 
independents, Bice is decidedly unpopular with this group (20% fav, 51% unfav). 
 
Nelson also does a better job of converting familiarity into support. She leads with those who 
know her well enough to have any impression (61% Nelson, 30% Bice in the 4-way). By 
contrast, Bice falls short of majority support among voters who know her (40% Nelson, 48% 
Bice). 

 
Trump and MAGA albatross for Bice, while Democrats overperform 
 
The district should be included in any discussion of “map expansion,” as Democrats vastly 
overperform the environment. While respondents said they voted for Trump over Harris by a 13-
point margin, he is very much underwater (42% fav, 53% unfav). Indeed, almost a fifth (17%) of 
Trump voters say are unfavorable toward him. “MAGA Republicans” are even less popular (34% 
fav, 51% unfav), and even many Republicans themselves (19%) are unfavorable toward the 

label.  
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Meanwhile, in this district Democratic candidate for Governor Cyndi Munson leads Republican 
Mike Mazzei (52% Munson, 44% Mazzei). She has almost universally consolidated Democrats 
(99%) and leads independents overwhelmingly (70%). Mazzei is weak with his own Republican 
base, winning just 80% of the vote, and ceding 17% to Munson.  
 
Importantly, Democrats are far more likely to say they are extremely motivated to vote in 
November (89% rate themselves 10/10 on motivation) than are Republicans (71% 10/10). 


